InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

ph: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org

	via fax: 011 505 228 9298

Presidente Enrique Bolaños

President of Nicaragua
	via fax: 011 505 228 2103

Sr. Virgilio Gurdian

Minister of Labor of Nicaragua

	via fax: 202 939 6545/ 6542

Honorable Salvador Stadthagen

Ambassador to U.S.


July 26, 2004

Dear Sirs:

We are very concerned about the disregard for the human and workers’ rights at King Yong, a large Taiwanese owned garment export factory in Nicaragua, and are outraged at the continuing refusal of King Yong to accede to demands of  the Nicaraguan government to respect the country’s Constitution and Labor Code.   The workers at the King Yong facility, which produces clothing for  Wal-Mart and Kohl’s, are forced to work extensive overtime but are then shortchanged on the legal overtime pay due them.  Abusive supervisors routinely insult and humiliate the workers. The factory is excessively hot, lacks adequate lighting, violates acceptable noise levels, and has unsafe drinking water and filthy bathrooms. The workers’ wages do not meet even their most basic subsistence level needs.  When the workers, exercising their constitutional right to freedom of association, organized a legal union on March 22, 2004, the company responded by illegally firing over 400, including seven newly elected leaders of the union.

We urge you to immediately  take action that will insure that the King Yong factory immediately reinstates the illegally fired workers, recognizes the legal union, ends the violations, and negotiates in good faith.  We also urge you to renegotiate CAFTA to include enforceable worker rights protections as core conditions to trade.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai

Coordinator

copies:   Barbara Moore, US Ambassador to Nicaragua ~ via fax: 011 505 266.3861

             Maeve Dwyer, Nicaragua Desk at the US State Dept ~ via fax: 202.647.2597


  Senator Mike DeWine ~ via fax: 202.224.6519


  Senator Geoge Voinovich ~ via fax: 202.228.1382

      
  Rep. Denis Kucinich ~ via fax:  202.225.5745


  Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones ~ via fax: 202.225.1339


  Rep. Sherrod Brown ~ via fax: 202.225.2266


  Rep. Steve LaTourette ~ via fax: 202.225.3307

07_28 Nica King Yong

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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